
Maurupt-le-montois 

A small village in Champagne 

Our village is situated in the department of Marne,  
Champagne Ardenne area, 20 kilometers east of Vitry-
le-François and 18 kilometers from Saint-Dizier, mid-
dle beetween Paris and Strasbourg. 

     Maurupt-le-Montois is a small 
village, there are less 600 inhabitants in 2012. 
The name of habitants is « Mauruptois », and the symbol 
of them is the wolf. 

The superficy of  Maurupt-le-Montois is 1812 km2 
(Paris intra-muros is just 105,4 km2 ) but the most 
places are forest or fields. 
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Since the end of 2011, there ar no shop in Maurupt-le-Montois. 
Before there were bakery, grocery, café. But now people have 
to go in other villages to buy all they need. 

There has been mention of the village of Maurupt 
since 1165 when it was a possession of the Lord of  
Possesse. 
 
In 1839 there were 639 inhabitants.  

The arms of Maurupt are a mix 
of arms of different Lords. 

In the most place there is one 
old foutain. 

The town hall was rebuilt in this 
place after the 1st World War. 
Before it was front of the church. 

Once, since Middle Age,  there were many 
tiles factories in Maurupt, because there are 
clay and wood here. 
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the River 

The river which passes through 
village is called « La Bruxenel-
le ». Its source is at Trois Fon-
taines and it flows into the river 
Saulx. When it passes here, it is 
not very big. 

The name of village, Maurupt, means in Latin 
« Malus Rivus », bad river, because the Bruxenelle 
flooded fields.  
Le Montois is a part of village added in 1835, before 
the village called only Maurup. 

Near the river, there’s a wash house. 
This is building which is more 150 years old. It was 
built at the edge of Bruxenelle to enable the women 
of the time to do their washing. 
Their is a very big building for a wash house. 

On other hand, the mill, which 
dates of Middle age, no longers 
exists. It served to grind the corn 
to make flour. It was destroyed 
quite a few decades ago because 
it was no longer used. Only the 
sluice gates and the large mill-
stones remain. Now we can see 
one of the two grindstones of 
mill near the river. 
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The church 

The church is the most important building in 
the village. It is visible from far away and 
from all directions. 
The church was built in XII°, XIV°, XVI° 
and XX° centuries. 

Before 1914, there was a great steeple (22 
meters), but now no. 

The church is dedicated to « Assomption », 
and the village festival is August 15th. 

On the floor pillars there are sculptures in the 
shape of scallop shells, which remind Maurupt 
was on the course of pilgrin St Jacques de Com-
postelle’s pilgrin. 
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Houses of maurupt 

Before 1914, a large part of houses were 
built with wood. Now there are only 2 hou-
ses like this in the village. 

To build this sort of houses, they used 
wood and the cob is a mixture of clay, 
animal hair, straw or hay and lime. 

After 1914, the people rebuilt houses with bricks, because they were 
bricks and tiles factories near the village. Most important building are 
built with stones. 
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First world war 

During the Fisrst World War is all 
broken by German soldiers. The fighting started September 6th. 

The Germans soldiers attacked on 
the front of 12 km of long. 
Several families had to leave the 
village. On the 7th, the village is in 
flames. 
The fighting continued to several 
days, but the 10th, the village is 
invaded, but Germans could not 
advance any futher. 

The village is almost 
in ruins : 157 houses 
and 185 barns and 
s t a b l e s  w e r e 
completely destroy. 
Only 19 buildings 
were spared. 
72 cows, 70 pigs, 4 
horses and the stores 
of wheat, straw and 
hay are disappeared. 

The church and the town hall (it 
was front of church at ths period) 
were destoyed. After the war, the 
town hall was rebuilt in other place 
(where it is now). 
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The fighting in the area of Maurupt-le-Montois was 
very fierce. There are 3 000 French soldiers killed. 
444 are in the village’s military cimetery. 
Unfortunaly, many soldiers could not be identified. 

On the September 11th, 1915, a big 
ceremony took place to 
unveil the monument and 
open the military cimetery 
in Maurupt. The monument 
was raised, which marks the 
limit of the advance of the 
Germans. It is situated 
opposite of mi l i tary 
cemetery.  

Now, each year, we have a 
ceremony to remember this 
events, and say the war isn’t a 
good thing. 

In recognition of the price paid 
by the village during the first 
battle of the Marne, the village 
given the « Croix de Guerre », 
September 20th, 1920. 
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