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GRAVINA CATANIA

 Gravina Territory
 Location: the hills
 Height above sea level: 340 m
 Ancient name of Gravina: Plachi
 Name of inhabitants: placatoti or 

gravinesi
 Population: about 27000
 Parks:
   Falcone-Borsellino
   Padre Pio
   St. Paul
   Fasano
 Theatres:
    Turi Ferro Amphitheatre
    Civic Centre Angelo Musco
 



Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo 
dello schema

         THE  TERRITORY OF GRAVINA

In ancient times the area of Gravina was covered 
by scrub land, oak, juniper, prickly pear, olive 

trees and some pistachio plants... Later the area 
was turned into vineyards, and then they were 
replaced by citrus groves, you can still see the 

remaining vineyards today. In recent times, due to 
the crisis in agriculture, almost all of the citrus 
groves have been sold for the construction of 

houses and flats.
 



THE HISTORY OF GRAVINA 
In 1168 the Bishop of Catania, as feudal Lord of the city, 
granted farmers the freedom to gather wood for domestic 
use. Gradually many farmhouses “CASALI” were built. 
Mount Etna was part of the city’s territory, surrounding it 
was an immense forest. Over time many houses were built 
in what is now the city.
In the mid 1600’s Sicily was under Spanish rule, the King of 
Spain needed money to supply his army with weapons. To 
get the money he needed, he divided Catania into 
different sections, selling off each area to the highest 
bidders. Each of the house titles that were attributed to the 
Marquis, went to the Principality. 

THE NAME GRAVINA 
In 1641 the CASALE of Galermo (now San Giovanni 

Galermo), was sold to Girolamo Gravina. Instead the 
CASALE Plachi (now called Gravina) was passed in 1646 to 
the Principality Valguarnera’s Earl of Assoro. The first heir 

from the family married Girolamo Gravina (the same 
person who purchased Galermo) and it was Girolamo who 

changed the name from Plachi to Gravina - his family 
name.



THE ANCIENT PROFESSIONS 
The Pozzaro, a waterman, is an ancient 
profession typical of the people from 

Gravina, as well as Divining, people who can 
hear the water and the depth of it. He would 
use a long stick to identify the exact location 

of the water source, from that he could 
establish the diameter of the hole that was 
needed to start digging. They would dig 

with theirs hands, shovels, sledgehammers 
and pickaxes. The lava was very difficult to 

break so they would use the method of 
putting dynamite inside an iron pole down 

into the lava to cause an explosion. They 
would then use baskets to retrieve the water 

and carry it back.
Another of the ancient professions was 
stonemasons, who used the lava to create 
stone blocks for both construction and 
decoration.
Finally there were woodcarvers, they used 
the wood for carving and restoration.



GRAVINA AND ETNA ERUPTION 
The ETNA

Aitna the white-clad summit, nursing through all the year her frozen 
snows.Snowy Etna, nurse of biting snow all year round 
And that snowed pillar heavenly high, Etna nurse of cease frost 

Pythian 470BC

    Sicily’s volcano Mount Etna, originates from the 
Quaternary period and is still very active today. With each 
eruption the surrounding landscape changes constantly, 
often threatening the communities that have grown around 
it. The surface is characterised by the rich variety of 
environments from urban landscapes, thick forests that 
retain several endemic plant species to wasteland 
covered with volcanic rock that is subject to snow at the 
higher altitudes.

 The eruption in 122 BC. 
At the time of the consuls Cecilio and Flaminio, the 

lava flowed 5 miles reaching the outskirts of Catania. 
From the research on the outskirts of Catania, they 

have discovered that the source of the eruption was 
Gravina.



The eruption of  August 6, 1381. 
This time the lava flowed from the small 

volcanoes on the side of which stands the 
small village of Gravina.

The eruption of 1669. 
The eruption of 1669 is the most famous of the Etna 
eruptions because of the long duration and also 
the extensive damage caused. 
Before the eruption in March 2011, strong tremors 
were felt, the earth seemed unsteady and people 
stayed away from their homes at night out of fear.
Etna erupted for four months from five craters 
emitting ash, dense smoke and lava flows that 
covered Gravina and Catania.
 



GRAVINA'S MAIN CHURCH 

The entrance facade is topped by two crescents 
and in the centre, a large window that shines 

into the nave. The wooden front door made by a 
Gravinese craftsman, is divided into ten panels 

depicting the miracles of St. Anthonio, the 
Patron saint of Gravina. The church has got 

three naves and in the altar, stands a wooden 
organ.

In the nave on the right, above the altar is a 
painting of Saint Antonio hiding a niche with a 

statue of the saint.
Here is the Chapel of the Crucifix, with a 

wooden crucifix made in 1600. On the left wall 
of the chapel is a painting of Our Lady of 

Sorrows, on the right wall a print of the Holy 
Shroud donated by Pope Louis XIII in 1883. The 

ceiling medallions painted by S. Giuffrida, in 
1936 are much admired. The stained glass 
mosaics were made in Murano, by master 

glassmaker Anzalo Fuga. The mosaic depicts 
some Gospel passages, the centre one 

represents Saint Antonio.



The Niches

Walking through Gravina’s streets, especially in the 
old town, it is easy to see the Niches in the exterior 
facades of the houses. The owners built them for 
protection from the saint to whom they were 
dedicated.



GRAVINA'S MOST IMPORTANT PARK 

Borsellino's Park 
Borsellino’s Park is in Gravina’s historical city centre. 
In the park there is the well of the art, a house with 
adjoining winery and church, an amphitheatre “Turi 
Ferro”, an infant school, soccer field and a stone 
tower. In the centre, there is a pond filled with 
Papyrus, goldfish and a few turtles. There are 
numerous corners with green space and benches to 
enjoy the cool summer.
Particularly significant is the well that is used for art 
exhibitions, concerts, small shows, weddings and 
civil ceremonies. Next to it is a church and a mill that 
is still intact today with wooden beams and rods.
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